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The European Union states have made better 
treatment of the Roma a condition for new mem-
bers. Critics charge that these efforts are for the 
purpose of reducing migration into the more pros-
perous Western European nations. 

Japan and Korea

The relationship between Japan and Korea reflect 
deep-seated and longstanding prejudice. His-
torically, Korea had closer ties to China than did 
Japan, and both Korea and China tended to view 
Japan as a “troublemaking” state. This view was 
reinforced time and again by Japanese incursions 
into Korean territory and 35 years of Japan’s 
colonial rule. It has only been in recent times that 
the South Korean and Japanese governments have 
signed mutual friendship treaties, established nor-
mal diplomatic relations, and entered into joint 
economic development agreements. In an act of 

historic symbolism, South Korea and Japan cohosted the 2002 World Cup soccer games. Despite 
economic ties, there remains a sense of han, or bitter resentment, that many Koreans feel toward 
the Japanese.

Roma in the Serbian town of Bujanovac. Roma fled 
Kosovo in 1999 after the Serbian administration 
collapsed there. According to UNHCR, the UN 
refugee agency, 40,000 to 50,000 displaced Roma 
live in Serbia.
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Map 3.1  The Roma
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Source: The World Bank (http://go.worldbank.org/LGZN671T10).


